dangerous path, which you are henceforth to tread,
always keep for guide, faith in the Supreme Being
and the duty of sacrificing everythin^lo'lnmm-
peror and to France. Such are the sentiments of the
Queen and the counsels of your affectionate Isa-
bella."

The Empress then and there decided that she
would ever do all in her power to keep up the friend-
liest relations between France and Spain, for under
every regime and in all times, an allied or neutral
southwestern frontier has been a source of great
strength to France, negative though it may be in its
nature. The importance of this came out sadly in
1870, when France and G-ermany were precipitated
into a dreadful conflict, because this principle
seemed to be overlooked for a moment in Spain. At
that time the Empress labored with all her might
to do what she could to prevent the catastrophe and
so did Queen Isabella, who was then leading in Paris
the life of an exile. During this crisis Eugenie re-
minded her of the message to her in January, 1853,
and of her reply, and added: "Now we can both, in
France itself, labor to prevent Spain from doing
such an unfriendly act as to put on a throne, once
so worthily filled by your Majesty, a G-erman
prince." The ex-Queen replied immediately: "I
have not forgotten those far-off days, and I am
laboring, as you may well imagine, and as you and
the good Emperor are laboring, to prevent this
threatening disaster. May we all succeed in our
honest efforts!" The Queen did strive, and with
success, in obtaining from this Spanish government
the abandonment of this fatal policy. On this point,
the Emperor said one day: "If half of the diplomats
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